
2011:  A Year on the Move! 
 

Where on earth IS the Messick Crew? 

We joked with the kids a few months ago, in 

the midst of all our travels, that home was 

wherever our laundry pile was.  Little did we 

know that our definition of „home‟ would need 

to become every bit as loosely held given 

these past few weeks.   

As we‟ve bounced from San Felipe, to San 

Lucas, to Denver and now to Salida, all in less 

than a month, we‟ve all struggled with the 

term „home‟.  The other morning around the 

breakfast table, Micah announced, “well, I 

guess this is our home right now 

(WorldVenture Headquarters), because we 

are all here together”.  And, for those 8 

days, I guess it was! 

We hadn‟t intended to return to the US for 

another year and a half, but in his perfect 

plan, God has brought us back here for a time 

of rest, renewal, and preparation for wher-

ever He‟s got planned for us to serve next! 

Normally, I „ve got lots to share.  This news-

letter is more difficult to write for many 

reasons.  Mostly, because the last few 

months were so full of upheaval and chaos, 

and we aren‟t sure when we‟ll get to leave 

again.  Makes 

it more diffi-

cult to share 

what‟s been 

going on! 

For now, we 

are in Salida, 

Colorado with 

our home 

church.  We 

plan to stay 

here until we 

sort out what 

is next.   

Home may be 

a very fluid 

concept right 

now, but neither family nor evidence of God‟s 

love in all this change are.  They are both 

constants we can count on, and are so thank-

ful for each and every day! 

Psalm 107:1 Give Thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good; his love endures forever.  Let the re-
deemed of the Lord tell their story... 

God is good!! Things haven‟t come together as 

we had hoped: two potential houses have 

fallen through, we were generously offered a 

car, but it might be too small, we are ex-

hausted and overwhelmed.  But, HE IS 

GOOD!  He has surrounded us with friends  

going above and beyond to help, we‟ve got 

several offers of temporary places we could 

stay, we are safe and provided for, and He 

has given us quite a story to tell!!  We can 

only tell it as it happens, and at this point we 

can‟t see too far ahead in the future!  But, 

we‟ve been given the opportunity to thank 

Him for the present, to trust him for tomor-

row,  and to learn not to worry about the 

future! 

We don‟t know where we‟ll be in 6 months or 

even in 2 weeks..but do any of us?  We still 
feel very called to missions, this is a pause,  

not a stop! So for now, we‟ll keep  resting in 

the palm of His hand and giving thanks for 

His goodness in everything!     

Saying goodbye to dear 

friends in Antigua, Guatemala. 

“The Stats” for 

2011 

Number of times 

we‟ve packed up 

our life to move in 

2011 

6 

Number of vil-

lages the kids 

made friends in 

5 

Number of teeth 

lost (Jonah and 

Micah) 

6 

Nights away from 

home in 6 months 

38 

Nights with 

houseguests over 

4 months 

29 

Countries lived in 

during 2011 

3 

Prayer Requests: 

 To find a temporary 

home in Salida  

 Wisdom as we look 

into the process of 

transitioning from 

mid-term to career 

missionaries 

 To find “Normal” 

for our family ie:  

doing an activity 

three Mondays in a 

row! 

 Rest, renewal and 

re-engergizing for 

the next step! 

Resting in the Palm of His Hand! 
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go back to our original plan 

of serving with WorldVen-

ture as long-term missionar-

ies.   

This transition will involve 

some bible study (we need 

30 credits each!), some more 

training,  and more support 

raising in order to raise our 

budget up to that of a ca-

reer missionary.     

We are excited and honestly, more than a bit intrigued to 

see where God will lead us next.  We trust fully in His care-

ful, loving and  intentional plan for us going to, and leaving 
Guatemala, and, we trust He will show us where to be next! 

Will you commit to praying with us through these next few 

months as we seek His guidance, timing and wisdom during 

our time here, and as we prepare for the next step?? 

2011 has been the year of packing!  We hope that 2012 will  

hold less packing and fewer moves, but we have no idea!  

(and probably shouldn‟t hold our breath!) Currently, we are 

working with WorldVenture staff as we process through 

our time in Guatemala, and begin to look to where the Lord 

might have next for us to serve.  

It was hard leaving Guatemala just as we were getting set-

tled, but it was the best decision for our family.  The work-

ing relationship with Global CHE Enterprises was not a vi-

able or healthy fit, and with WorldVenture‟s counsel and 

blessing, it was decided it was time to leave.   

During our time in North America, we have been encouraged 

to consider transitioning to career missionaries with World-

Venture.  This had been our original intention, but starting 

as mid-term workers had allowed us to get to Guatemala 

quickly.  This decision was made because we were under the 

understanding that there was a building project waiting for 

Matt in Guatemala.  Unfortunately, that building project 

still hasn‟t begun.  Now though, we‟ve got the opportunity to 
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2012 will bring new ex-
penses  with a visit to poten-
tial fields, further training, 
and new out-going expenses.   

 

Would you consider a year end 
gift to help offset these costs?   

 

Could you join us as a monthly 
partner?   

So... what comes next?? 

Jonah‟s birthday piñata 

A day at the Aquarium 

Show us the way home 

Growing every day 

We are so thankful for your support during 2011!  We are blessed to have you on our team!   


